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IN PERSON | Ada Healey, vice president of Vulcan Real Estate

- Redevelopment leader

In the 10 years since this Georgia native was hired, South Lake Union has become a lively
neighborhood of residential projects as well as a biomedical and technology hub.
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Ada Healey, vice president of Vulcan Real Estate, stands in front of one of the Amazon.com buildings that recently

opened in South Lake Union. Healey was hired to oversee the redevelopment of the area.

BY CHRISTINE HARVEY

Senrrl:‘ Times business reporter
da Healey had her
first job interview to
run Vulcan Real Es-
tate in the parking lot

of Seattle’s old Déja Vu strip-

club joint at the corner of Dex-

ter and Denny.

It was 2001 and after the in-
terview, Healey was being tak-
en ona tour of South Lake
Union.

“It was in that moment that I
knew I had my work cut out for
me,” the Georgia native said,
laughing as she remembered
the old gas stations and empty
parking lots that ran through
the neighborhood. “It was an
area people drove through,
they didn't drive to.”

South Lake Union at the time
was a district populated by the
rundown storefronts of com-
mercial print shops, ware-
houses and car dealerships.

Paul Allen, co-founder of
Microsoft and owner of invest-
ment company Vulcan Real Es-
tate, controlled a chunk of the
area after originally funding its
acquisition for the unsuccessful
effort to establish a Seattle
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Ada Healey,
vice president
of Vulcan Real Estate

With over 22 years of
real-estate experience, Ada
Healey is leading Paul Allen’s
push to redevelop the South
Lake Union neighborhood.

Hometown: Atlanta

Education: Healey hasa B.A.
from Duke University in
political science and history,
and an M.B.A. from New
York University’s Leonard N.
Stern School of Business.

Community: She serves on
the board of the Federal
Reserve Bank of San
Francisco’s Seattle branch,
the Urban Land Institute’s
executive committee, and
the Downtown Seattle
Association’s board of
directors.

Family: Healey’s partner of
20 years, Regina Hall;
3-year-old son, Timothy; a
10+year-old yellow Lab
named Grady and an
11year-old cat named Lucy.






